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Throughout the field of family court custody/visitation mediation, settlement rates generally range from 50 to 70 percent.  In the Denver Custody Mediation Project (CMP), 60 percent of couples who mediated reached agreements.  In Essex County, New Jersey, a court-based project on custody mediation reported a 62 percent settlement rate.  Alameda County and Charlottesville, Virginia had 76 and 77 percent full or partial agreement rates for court-based mediation programs.  Only 23 percent of those cases could not agree on any terms.


Several evaluations also found that mediations lead to more agreement-making than judicial decision-making.  For example, most participants who failed to produce an agreement in mediation in the CMP reached a stipulation before their court hearing, which left only about 20 percent of cases requiring a court determination.  In Essex County, New Jersey, notification about the mediation process encouraged agreement-making in about 17 percent of cases referred for custody/visitation dispute mediation.  


Studies have found that most divorces end in agreements between the parties.  For example, in two Californian counties where court-based mediation services operate in the Family Court, only 1.5 percent of divorce filings with minor-aged children were decided by a judge.  2.2 percent settled during trial and 5.2 percent were settled after case evaluation.  55 percent of contested cases were settled in mediation.  An assessment in Virginia showed that only 31 percent of cases settled out of court.


Although divorce mediation programs have proven to be quite successful, court caseloads have not been affected by their success.  Contested custody and visitation cases are only a small percentage of all domestic relations cases.  Administrators estimate that custody disputes occur in 10 to 20 percent of divorce cases with minor-aged children.  A study involving four states concluded that custody mediation and court cases make up from 2 percent to 19 percent of the filings.  However, in California, a program conducted in 1979 saved the county an estimated $280,362 and prompted arguments in favor of a statute making mediation mandatory in California. 
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	For contested custody and visitation mediation cases, settlement rates were high across the board.  Cases that proceeded to court after failing to settle in mediation also had high settlement rates that preempted a court ruling.








Alameda County and Charlottesville, Virginia had 76 and 77 percent full or partial agreement rates for court-based mediation programs.  Only 23 percent of those cases could not agree on any terms.
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