Community Mediation Center of Cape Fear, Inc.

John J. Murphy, Program Director

“We are proud of our impressive recidivism rate of 4.4%, with only two of the 45 youth referred coming back to the attention…Here young people learn from mistakes, understand consequences, give back to the community and learn better ways to handle the situations that got them into trouble.” John J. Murphy


The Community Mediation Center of Cape Fear, Inc. hosts a teen court program for students in New Hanover and Pender Counties in Wilmington, North Carolina.  The program has over 160 student volunteers from local high schools.  The students are from diverse ethnic backgrounds and are comprised of all grade levels.  The program has experienced a tremendous success rate.  According to John Murphy, the Center’s Program Director, in 2001 and 2002 the program had a recidivism rate of 4.4%.  Murphy explained that only two of the 45 youth referred returned to the criminal justice system and one of the two reoffended between referral and trial.  “We are proud of our impressive recidivism rate of 4.4%, with only two of the 45 youth referred coming back to the attention…Here young people learn from mistakes, understand consequences, give back to the community and learn better ways to handle the situations that got them into trouble.”

New Hanover County District Court Mediation Program

Statistical Data 7/1/00 through 9/30/02
	Offense
	Cases

Referred
	Cases 

Resolv.
	Succ.

Rate
	Partici

pants 

Serv.
	Cases

Refiled
	Similar Charges
	Re-Offend

Rate

	Assault
	93
	90
	97%
	180
	0
	9
	10%

	Communicating Threats
	49
	46
	94%
	92
	0
	5
	11%

	Harrassment
	40
	37
	93%
	76
	0
	3
	8%

	Injury to Real Property
	16
	16
	100%
	32
	0
	1
	6%

	Larceny/Vandalism
	5
	3
	60%
	6
	0
	0
	0%

	Trespassing
	22
	18
	82%
	38
	0
	2
	11%

	Unauthorized Use

Of M/V
	6
	6
	100%
	12
	0
	0
	0%

	Disorderly Conduct
	6
	6
	100%
	12
	0
	0
	0%

	Property Line
	7
	7
	100%
	14
	0
	0
	0%

	Breach of Contract
	1
	1
	100%
	2
	0
	0
	0%

	    Total
	245
	230
	94%
	464
	0
	20
	9%
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· Organizational Program Activity and Performance [MI-1]

· Program Effectiveness Measurement [MI-3]

States

· North Carolina

_1127209214.xls
Chart1

		Assault		Assault

		Communicating Threats		Communicating Threats

		Harrassment		Harrassment

		Injury to Real Property		Injury to Real Property

		Larceny/Vandalism		Larceny/Vandalism

		Trespassing		Trespassing

		Unauthorized Use		Unauthorized Use

		Of M/V		Of M/V

		Disorderly Conduct		Disorderly Conduct

		Property Line		Property Line

		Breach of Contract		Breach of Contract



93

90

49

46

40

37

16

16

5

3

22

18

6

6

6

6

7

7

1

1



Sheet1

				Cases		Cases

		Offense		Referred		Resolved

		Assault		93		90

		Communicating Threats		49		46

		Harrassment		40		37

		Injury to Real Property		16		16

		Larceny/Vandalism		5		3

		Trespassing		22		18

		Unauthorized Use		6		6

		Of M/V

		Disorderly Conduct		6		6

		Property Line		7		7

		Breach of Contract		1		1

		Total		245		230
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