Memoirs from The Rocky Mountain Retreat

It’s a pleasure to reflect upon the recent 2007 Rocky Mountain Retreat I attended at St. Malo Retreat Center.  It was an enlightening experience in a beautiful setting.  Nan Waller Burnett organized the conference entitled “Transforming the Conflict Practitioner to Transform the Field”.
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There were two exceptional two-keynote speakers. Kenneth Cloke, JD, LLM, PhD facilitated discussion about many aspects of mediation, focusing on “The Crossroads: A Journey to the Heart of Conflict”. He also introduced the new international organization Mediator Without Borders: A Proposal to Resolve Political Conflicts.  Ken wrote an article of the same title available to mediators for reading on www.mediate.com as well as www.mediatorswithoutborders.org .  With his peaceful and gentle presence, Ken expanded our universe and touched our hearts in the process.  
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John Paul Lederach, PhD excited us with music and storytelling and guided us in finding resources and creativity within ourselves.  John Paul’s “Songs of Peace” with Herm Weaver was a delight. They taught us, transformed us, entertained and directed us to broaden our horizons. Personally I gained a sense of global consciousness that I had neglected.  These men equally personified the basic principles of inner-peace, commitment and a lifetime of experience in a world torn with violence.

Some participants went for healing, some went for rest, some to teach and some to learn. 

Through meditations, lectures, exercises and modeling each of us was transformed personally according to our needs.

There was fellowship and bonding.  People attended from around North America with many diverse professions.  Our “teachers” presented on multiple topics relating to spiritual growth. Topics spanned from Centering Prayer – to Storytelling and Song- Intuition-Myth – Creativity and Yoga. My only complaint was that I was not able to simultaneously attend all the workshops.

It was rewarding to be given techniques for sustaining myself and consequently being able to continue my hope that all our mutual work will eventually bring us a more peaceful world.

Presenters:

Kenneth Cloke, JD, LLM is Director of the Center for Dispute Resolution and a mediator, arbitrator, consultant and trainer, specializing in resolving complex multi-party conflicts. He is a nationally recognized speaker and leader in the field of conflict resolution, and a published author of many journal articles and several books.

John Paul Lederach, PHD is a renowned scholar who has worked for more than 20 years of in Central America, in Asia, Africa, Central Asian and North America.  He has written several books and is an expert in peace building and reconciliation.   

Other featured facilitators were Nan Waller Burnett, MA, The Honorable Leland P. Anderson,

Robin Amadei, JD, Joseph P. Mc Mahon, Jr., Esq. Sally Ortner JD, Michael J. Aloi, Esq., 

Joseph Epstein, Esq., Kristin Thompson, MACM , Terri Harrington, Esq., Bert Dempsey, Esq., 

Lily Zohar, JD, LLM, RYT, Alexis Namaste’, Mediator and Herman Weaver, PhD.

