ACRSS Monthly Business Meeting – via teleconference
Minutes of the meeting, respectfully submitted by 
the Irreverent Rev. Paula Langguth Ryan
Those present at the meeting were tri-chairs Dai Kato, Daniel Horsey and Paula Langguth Ryan, plus Bob Wright and Erricka Bridgeford.
A. Welcoming Spirit – Dai introduced us to the practice of Naikan , a Japanese introspective centering technique used by Japanese mediators. Two focuses in reflection: what have I received from ACRSS; what have I given to ACRSS.

B. Hear from members – would like to see more involvement with members of section; interested in becoming more involved with non-violent communication in the mediation process. Paula suggested Marshall Rosenberg (Albuquerque) for a teleseminar. Bob trained with Jim and Jori Manske also from Albuquerque. Others would love to have a stronger or richer relationship with diversity in all its glory, because we miss out on the richness of ideas that come from different perspectives and different spiritual practices and approaches. 

C. Diversity- Erricka has been the D&E person for ACRSS for two years but hasn’t had any direction of how we can be more inclusive. Now that there is a board member for D&E, that will help. Make sure people understand that Spirituality Section is for people from different types of mediation practice, from different times of spiritual paths. How we can incorporate different religious practices and things that help us be mindful. Ways to make people aware of our section who might not think of spirituality section, through targeted outreach. Erricka spoke with Taj, the board member who is D&E point person and is hoping for directive from ACR about what we should be doing, although we should already be thinking about what diversity looks like in the spirituality section. Thoughts have been to send out flyer to other sections about the spirituality section and diversity, inviting people to join us. Also, Erricka will be contacting people to do teleseminars that would be relevant to ACRSS. For example, Lorig Chardian, chair of Community Section, can share that the spirit of what we’re trying to do is that we are coming from a place of enoughness and peace, even though the appearances are of lack and violence. 

D. Announcements – no announcements
E. Business meeting

1. RMR – Dai addressed that there was a need to activate the program committee and the operations committee - 


a. Program Committee – time to create schedule and present to program committee. Paula recommended single track program; Nan is currently temporary chair of the program committee. Daniel suggested that the program committee create a sample schedule of what we would like to see happen and present to the business meeting next month; request for proposals has already gone out and we have already received several proposals from folks who would like to present. Suggestions for program committee would be made for pre-retreat day as well. Dai will send list of program committee members to Paula so she can put this request out. Also suggested doing a blast to section members that anyone wants to be involved in planning, now would be a good time to volunteer.


b. Operations Committee – no comments at this time.


c. Speaker update (Marc, Scott, David) – Marc Lessor would do the opening; Scott Rogers would do the closing day program. Scott’s fees are arranged; Dai will send Daniel contact information for Marc to confirm his fees are set as well. David Hoffman is off the schedule; Daniel will talk to him about possibly doing a teleseminar and something at the ACR conference next year. Co-presentations for the family section/spirituality combo. 


d. Pre-retreat day – Paula, Scott and possibly Lili will be contributing to the pre-retreat day.

2. Teleseminar – 


a. October – Paula will get John Paul Lederach’s contact information from Katie at conflict resolution month or from Nan or check with section list and set up date at the end of the month, last week of October. 


b. Future – Daniel contacted Luis, head of International section and he will ask him if there’s someone in the section that might be willing to co-present. 



i. Theme –discussion ensued regarding different possibilities, broad spectrum, using spirituality as an anchor, invitations for section leaders.



ii. Outreach – tabled for now.

3. Website development – Dai working with Jill Sarah to see what we can do to enhance and improve our website.
Respectfully submitted.. Paula Langguth Ryan
