ACR Family Section Advisory Council
11/20/07

Minutes

Russell began the meeting with a discussion of the upcoming election for 3 open seats on the Council.  There are 7 candidates running. The election process will begin soon.

Those who attended the ACR Annual Conference discussed their experience.  There were many positive impressions of the Conference and the new staff of ACR expressed.

Cori indicated in the Budget update that she needs hard numbers of what was spent the last two years. She will try and join the Section Leaders teleconference 11/26/07 and may be asked to join some Conference Committee discussions.

Clarence reported that the Training Committee has almost completed its work on Accredited Continuing Education guidelines.

The first Family Section teleconference will be on Establishing and Effectively Operating a Court Mediation Program in Family Law on Wednesday,  12/5/07 at 3 PM EST.

Don reported a delay due to a health problem of staff in Family Mediation News. It should be out soon.

Ethics Committee: There have not been any complaints but there has been good discussion about issues of interest. Clarence suggested appointing a co-chair to the Ethics Committee to make a transition when his term ends.
Publications: Don asked Clarence to check with Doug Klein to learn whether or not a full-time in-house publications person has been hired by ACR to replace the contract work that Emily Welty has been doing.

Legislative and Public Policy: Florida Supreme Court; they set trends with certification

Conference Committee: Russell and Glenn will identify a timeline for planning tasks on the agenda that was developed. “Making Waves, Breaking Barriers” was the theme at the last conference. The conference committee will begin meeting on 11/27 to plan a theme and develop a timeframe for tasks. Ideas for a theme should be planned around the location (mountain resort).
Elections: The election results should be printed and saved electronically to a CD. Russell will talk to Susan to determine who will calculate results (it may be wise to assign two independent parties to calculate). The elections will be open for three weeks, as soon as the calculation process is clarified.
Miscellaneous: Russell received a request from a section member asking us to include her training program in a list of upcoming training programs that she believed were included in section publications. The FSAC discussed the request and determined that we cannot send out notifications for specific section members. This applies to a separate request that Russell received to notify section members of a training program (business) being sold. The section can advertise such things or send notifications for a fee.

Action Items

· Respond to “Coast to Coast”: we can advertise the sale of their training for a fee. They can also do a teleseminar on training.
· Respond to Arline: her training isn’t in the list of approved training programs; we will consider a mechanism for announcing upcoming scheduled sessions from approved programs; she can advertise in our publications.

· Clarence will ask Doug Klein if a full-time person has been hired for publications.

· Russell will speak with Susan about the process of calculating election results.
· Frank or Russell will check with Workplace on giving Continuing Ed. Credits

· Glen to include Cori in notice of Conference Committee meetings

· Russell will contact Duane on providing notice of upcoming trainings.

Next Meeting:  December 18, 2007 at 12:30 EST.
Respectfully submitted,

Frank Motz, Secretary  

