Minutes of ACR Family Section Advisory Council

Teleconference Meeting on 1/16/07

Minutes from meeting on 12/19/07 and proposed summary were not circulated. Frank will e-mail directly to Advisory Council members. Also, Mary Ann reported that budget information has not been received and the e-mail that was to go out to members concerning joining committees did not go out. She will contact Ann- Marie concerning these matters. She will also contact Russell regarding contacting other organizations concerning changes made by the Family Section to the Model Standards of Practice for Family and Divorce Mediation.

Discussion of goals for this year began with Mary Ann suggesting a staff person to assist the Family Section or if that is not possible, a model that would provide greater staff assistance to the Family Section than is currently in place. Mary Ann will speak to the Workplace Section to see if they would be interested in collaborating in this regard.

Frank suggested the creation of new role play tapes for training purposes. This would serve to update ACR’s training tape library for sale to members (many tapes are over 10 years old) and serve as a good way to familiarize new mediators being trained with ACR and the kind of assistance it can provide to mediators in the field. The proposed goal was referred to the Training Committee.

Frank also suggested a regular interview in Family Mediation News of someone in ACR (staff or member) who members would have an interest in learning more about. The interview could also serve as a good way to discuss current practice and marketing issues, as well as current organizational matters. Frank agreed as Chairman of Publications to take responsibility for conducting and writing the interview column with the subject selected by recommendation of the Advisory Council and final approval of the subject and editing of the interview by Don as Editor. A subject will be recommended at the next meeting and the first interview will be tested to see if it merits a regular place in Family Mediation News.

Frank will also get to Don this week a brief bio of the new members with a quote to familiarize members with the Council, followed in future issues with similar information from other Council members.

Everyone was asked to get ethical dilemmas to Clarence as soon as possible.

Susan proposed developing standards for dependency mediation, exploring collaboration again with the Workplace Section at the Annual Conference and identifying a liason for the Annual Conference. Mary Ann will find out what is expected from the liason and speak with Frank to see if he is willing to be that person.

Next meeting on 2/20/07 at 12:30 EST. Agenda: Further discussion of goals for this year.

Respectfully submitted, Frank Motz, Secretary, 1/17/07  

